Conference Programme

22-24 SEPTEMBER 2026

TUESDAY, 22 SEPTEMBER 2026 . 5
Powerlng Pmsperlw WHERE THE SECTOR

PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS - NZICC - LEVEL 5, ROOM 516 B

He Puna Waiora TOSHAPE WHAT'S NEXT

Distribution system operation (DSO) workshop

Resolving technical barriers to accelerate solar PV uptake, an industry led roadmap

DIVERSITY COCKTAIL FUNCTION - TE WAHA FOYER, LEVEL 5

TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION OPENING AND SOCIAL FUNCTION - LEVEL 3

WEDNESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 2026
BREAKFAST - YOUNG EEA - LEVEL 5, ROOM 516

TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION OPENS

CONFERENCE OPENING

Jason Anderson, President & CEO, Cleantech San Diego
‘How California mobilised to make itself a clean energy powerhouse - lessons from the transformation’

9.40am Alex Boyd, President & CEO, PSC Group
‘Global Engineering Trends in Electricity Systems - Lessons for New Zealand’

Leaders Panel: The system-scale change needed to optimise and build for energy abundance
Jason Anderson, Cleantech San Diego. Malcolm Johns, Genesis Energy.

Sean McCready, Commerce Commission. Maya Pann, GrowthNZ

10.35am MORNING TEA IN TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION

DELIVER: RESILIENCE TRANSFORM: FUTURE SYSTEMS EMPOWER: CAPABILITY DELIVER: ASSET MANAGEMENT

Infrastructure resilience: a framework for Rooftop Solar Network Capex and Energy Storage From Blind Spots to Baselines: Building LV Data Asset Management Maturity Journey
regulatory assessment Dr. Allan Miller, Ansa Visibility and Forecasting Capability at Counties Tim Morrison & Riaan Swanepoel, Northpower Ltd

Sean McCready, Commerce Commission Energy
Hirantha Jayathilaka & Lana Nguyen, Counties Energy

Off the Charts - the Response, the Numbers and Model Free Dynamic Operating Envelopes for Developing the Next Generation of Protection Standardising Overhead Line Design Using
Lessons from the October Clutha and Increasing Solar Hosting Capacity on New Engineers Neara's Digital Twin: Powerco’s Journey to
Southland Windstorm Zealand Distribution Networks Parsa Zakeri, Transpower Scalable and Efficient Network Engineering
Rob Douglas, PowerNet Ph.D Eric Sortomme, Aspen Technology & Pete Wojciech Wloch, Neara & Paul Smith, Powerco Ltd

Armstrong, EA Networks

Black Start Readiness in New Zealand: Maximising Solar DG Uptake — what’'s DERMS got to From Compliance to Confidence: Powerco’s Learnings from consolidation - Keeping the

Planning and Testing do with it? Transition to the Common Competency lights on while bringing together the best of

EJ Kleinveld, Transpower Pete Armstrong, EA Networks Framework and Capability-Based Assurance two electricity distribution businesses
Anupama Narayanan Kutty & Dean Stevenson, Lynley Dunn & Ryan Aspden, Powerco Ltd

Powerco Ltd & Rachel Brown, Brownfield Solutions

Post Cyclone Gabrielle Asset Renewal — Solar Farms: Harmonic Villains or Grid Heroes? Evolving ViSION — How Orion’s capability-led From Condition to Risk: Maturing Overhead
Challenges of replacing HV infrastructure in Pan Caitlin Bergervoet, Ergo Consulting transformation unlocked trusted LV network Renewal Strategies to Support Affordable
Pac’s 24/7 operating plant insights Electricity

Carolyn Yates, Pan Pac Forest Products Yuyin Kueh, Orion NZ Ltd Alex Wishart & Andrew Jarman, Powerco Ltd

12.40pm LUNCH IN TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION
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WEDNESDAY, 23 SEPTEMBER 2026

ROOM 513

TRANSFORM: WEL NETWORKS -
CASE STUDY

Transforming the electricity network for a
digital future
Lingsong Zheng, WEL Networks

Data to Decisions - Automated DG Assessment
and Fault Detection
David Paul, WEL Networks

Predicting Fuse Cutout Deterioration using
Engineering Science
David Coates, WEL Networks

WEL Networks community network battery trial
Matthew Whitmore, WEL Networks

AFTERNOON TEA IN TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION

ROOM 515

ROOM 516

NZICC, AUCKLAND
22-24 SEPTEMBER 2026

WHERE THE SECTOR
COMES TOGETHER
TO SHAPE WHAT'S NEXT

TE PAEPAE THEATRE 2

EMPOWER: SAFETY DELIVER: ELECTRIFICATION PROJECTS DELIVER: ASSET MANAGEMENT

HV Line Down: Case study of Eneida-Powerco’s
Innovative Collaboration and Adoption Across NZ
Utilities

José Oliveira, ENEIDA Portugal & Stephen Chiu,
Powerco Ltd

DC Arc Flash Assessment for Large Scale Solar
Farms in New Zealand

Dr. Duncan Maina, Ankur Mishra & Ankur Aggarwal
AECOM NZ

Integrating OMS and Advanced Field Mobility: Im-
prove Situational Awareness, Safety and Crew
Efficiency

Michael Hamilton, Aspen Technology

Strengthening System Reliability: ICAM-Driven Ac-
tions and Out-of-Phase Closing Protection
Improvements

Johnson Zhou & Andrew Rye, Mercury Energy

Delivering Grid-Scale Battery Energy Storage in
New Zealand: Lessons from the Glenbrook BESS
Project

Mark Kenning, Worley NZ

Re-thinking delivery: How partnership and agility
transformed the Mangawhai 33kV line
Joanne Reid, Northpower Ltd

Electrifying Auckland’s Ferry Fleet
Wernher Roding, Beca Ltd & Nathan Cammock,
Auckland Transport

Lessons from Lyttelton - A Practical Framework
for Optimising PV and BESS
Yuyin Kueh, Orion NZ Ltd

Improved decision making with automated visual
assessment of copper conductors
Dr. Alex Castellanos, Unison Networks Ltd

Harmonics in New Zealand’s Evolving Power System:
From Perceived Risk to Regulatory Reform
Dr. Stuart Johnston, Electricity Authority

A Pragmatic Hybrid IEC-61850 Process Bus Archi-
tecture for Medium Voltage

Switchboards

Nick Bowe, Vector Ltd

Long Lead Item Procurement: Accelerating Deliv-
ery Without Compromising Integration
Kevin Friesen & Tim Hopkins, Beca Ltd

3.10pm

ROOM 513

TRANSFORM: WEL NETWORKS - CASE STUDY
CONTINUED

WEL Networks innovation hub and
IEEE2030.5 (CSIP-AUS) utility server trial
Matthew Whitmore & Leon Liang, WEL Networks

Redefining N-1 Security: Boost your Network’s
capacity without undue risk

Richard Kingsford, Niko Engineering & Brabbyn
Osburn, WEL Networks

DELIVER: PLANNING

Making Electricity Lines Projects “Land &
Planning Ready”
Mike Robinson, Align Ltd

Enabling Electricity Networks: National Direction
and Resource Management Reform in Aotearoa in
2026

Jo Michalakis, Align Ltd

ROOM 515

TRANSFORM: TRANSMISSION

Optimising Automatic Under-Frequency Load
Shedding in New Zealand’s North Island
Alexey Kabalinskiy, Transpower

EESA Conway Winner: Innovative Ways to
Maximise Transmission Capacity Using a SIPS:
Waratah Super Battery Case Study

Christiaan Swanepoel, Transgrid

Studying the Impacts of Series Compensation
on Upper North Island Transmission Protection
Systems

Jarrad Raumati, Beca Ltd

EESA Cresswell Winner: Integrating large scale
solar into grid efficiently with OLTCs
Swapnil Kulkarni, Reinhausen

0-7.00pm SOCIAL FUNCTION HELD IN TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION

ROOM 516

TE PAEPAE THEATRE 2

DELIVER: SYSTEM PERFORMANCE TRANSFORM: LV SYSTEMS

Growing the next generation of future-fit
distribution designers
Cameron McKay & Paul Smith, Powerco Ltd

Turning Solar DG from a Difficulty to a Benefit
within a Distribution Network
Oscar Kippenberger, Edison Consulting

Deploying Online Condition Monitoring for Aged
Power Transformers: A Practical Case Study from a
New Zealand Distribution Network

Mohammad Shannag & Francis Cheng, Horizon
Networks

APEX Winner: Protection of Windfarms in Australia
and New Zealand
Praveen Niranjan, Beca Ltd

Re-thinking the LV Network through smart meter
visibility
Mick Buckley, Northpower Ltd

Evolving ViSION — How Orion is Transforming LV
Network Practices with Data-Driven Insights
Zac Heywood, Orion NZ Ltd

Productionising Machine Learning at the LV: What
works and what doesn’t
Ben Faulks & Ryan Gilmour, Smartco

Low voltage network visibility as an enabler for the
Distribution System Operator transition

Sam Van Der Sar & Kewen Kueh, Powerco Ltd & Marcel
Swanepoel, Gridsight
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Powering Pmsperiw WHERE THE SECTOR
COMES TOGETHER

He Puna Waiora TOSHAPE WHAT'S NEXT

THURS , 24 SEPTEMBER 2026

7.00am BREAKFAST - BUSHFIRE RESILIENCE - LEVEL 5, ROOM 517

TRANSFORM: DER TRANSFORM: NETWORK MODELLING DELIVER: LV SYSTEMS DELIVER: ASSET MANAGEMENT

8.30AM Solar and hydro correlation or inverse correlation A Single Source of Truth: The Development and Enabling Hot Water Demand Flexibility for Energy Validating Underground Cable Ratings Using
Dr. Allan Miller, Ansa Application of Powerco's Common Electrical Retailers to enable Whole-of-System Value Thermal Monitoring Data
Model Delivery Andres Pinzon Mendez, Powerco Ltd
Hugo King, Aleksandar Matic & Thomas Whaley, Astad Kapadia & Leng Am, Counties Energy

Powerco Ltd

Using satellite-derived solar resource data to better From Asset Data to Trusted Decisions: Creating a Evolving ViSION — How Orion is Delivering a Electrical Hazards to Metallic Pipelines from HV

inform grid connection and power system studies Single Source of Truth Through Integrated Asset Reliable and Cost-Effective Network Using Underground Cables: Effects of Cable,

Dr. Stephen Zhao, Worley NZ Representation and Digital Twin Capability Low-Voltage Analytics Installation Types and Comparison of Modelling
Luke Petersen, Unison Networks Euan Mcgill, Orion NZ Ltd Methodologies

Ben Mulholland, Ergo Consulting

Key considerations for distributed generation Unlocking Commercial and Industrial Flexibility Integrating ISA-112 Part 1 and IEC 62443: A Replacing Legacy 33 kV Gas Cables with XLPE in

connection guidelines combined with bi-directional on Orion's Network Practical Framework for Secure-by-Design Constrained Urban Corridors. Lessons from Cable

and controllable DER such as BESS and EVs ’ : : Projects

Dr. Yogendra Vashishtha, IAEngg Pty Ltd Simon Rycroft, Orion NZ Ltd SCA.D.A in Renewable Energy Systems Olga Shkumat, Edison Consulting

Genisis Nolledo, Epec Group

New Zealand Solar Farm Harmonic Performance with From Standards to Calculations: Practical Al NZ Lens: Low Voltage Cable Heath Monitoring Investigation of Low Reactance Neutral Earth-

Technical and Policy Mitigation Strategies Application in the Power Market Initiative ing for 11kV Distribution Networks

Jeremy Muldoon & Robert Ward, University of Auckland John Fallow & Carlo Pagani, Beca Ltd Thomas Whyte, EA Technology Chin Choo & Dylan Jenkins, PSC Consulting
10:10am MORNING TEA IN TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION TE PAEPAE THEATRE 2 - LEVEL 5

10.40am
Mark Paterson, Principal/Lead Systems Architect, Energy Catalyst, Australia

‘From Vision to Reality: Leadership Lessons from Australia’s Grid Transformation’

Leaders Panel: The leadership, culture and behaviour change needed to empower the energy transition

Melissa Clarke-Reynolds, Cultivating Leadership
Kate Kolich, Contact Energy
Jaydan Salzke, Re-wiring Aotearoa
Mark Paterson, Energy Catalyst

m LUNCH IN TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITION
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THUR

24 SEPTEMBER 2026

TRANSFORM: FLEXIBILITY

New Zealand
Connie Dunbar & Brian Fitzgerald, EECA

Envelopes or Handcuffs? Balancing Grid Safety
via IEEE 2030.5 CSIP-AUS with Market Freedom
via OpenADR

Terry Paddy, Cortexo

Enabling residential distributed generation in
Aotearoa New Zealand: technical innovation and
process reform in Powerco's connection standard
Gabriel Lim, Mandeep Kaur & Pema Choki, Powerco
Ltd

From Potential to Practice: Early Evidence of

Residential Demand Flexibility in New Zealand
Dr. Stuart Johnston, Electricity Authority

Specialist Consultants
to the Electricity Industry

Major Sponsor

Scaling Flexibility: Learning What Works in Aotearoa

Line Down — Accurately detecting network fault
types using Smart Meter data

Jarra Mclintyre, Future Grid & Mick Buckley,
Northpower Ltd

Beyond Bigger Infrastructure: How Orion Cut Data
Processing Costs & Time by 80% Through Value-
Driven Architecture

Akin Atanda & Peter Jaksons, Orion NZ Ltd

Cutting backfeeding study time by 57%:
integrating SCADA data, Power Bl and
PowerFactory at Waipa Networks

Dr. Jake Gulliksen, Perception Consulting & Aidan
Perrett, Waipa Networks

Operational Deployment of a Data Driven Fault
Location Tool for Meshed Subtransmission
Circuits

Nick Bowe, Vector Ltd

EEA Awards Ceremony - Te Paepae Theatre 2

Platinum Sponsors

(=ERGO

CONSULTING

HITACHI
Rlorthpower

TRANSPOWER

Powering Prosperity
He Puna Waiora

Beyond Hazard Maps: A Scalable Approach to
Network Resilience Risk Insight
Dr. Numan Rashid, Unison Networks

Shared LiDAR: Practical Model for Enhancing
Infrastructure Resilience and Planning Efficiency
Across Sectors

Kevin Ervine & Will Marson, Vadis Geomatics &
Wojciech Wloch, Neara

Future Security of the New Zealand Power System
Dr. David Hume, Electricity Authority

Using a Pole Cohort Model to Evaluate Reinforce-
ment and Replacement Strategies for Wellington
Electricity’s Pole Fleet

Ruvini Jayawickrama & Richard Steer, Wellington
Electricity
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Meridian.

NZICC, AUCKLAND
22-24 SEPTEMBER 2026

WHERE THE SECTOR
COMES TOGETHER
TO SHAPE WHAT'S NEXT

7/

TRANSFORM: DATA DELIVER: RESILIENCE DELIVER: ASSET MANAGEMENT

Deploying Docked Drone Systems for Remote
Solar Farm Inspection: Waiotahe Solar Farm
Dave Smith, Lodestone Energy Ltd

Mitigating Transient Faults on Rural Networks:
A Case Study in Retrofitting Fuses with Smart
Reclosers

Michael Dutton, Horizon Networks

Delivering Standardised Transportable
Traction Substation Designs
Sachin Chetty & Conor Wilson, ElectroNet Ltd

Designing inverter based generation controls to
ensure reliable directional overcurrent and
distance protection

Sam Bird, Powerco

3:40pm OSE OF CONFERENCE IN TE PAEPAE THEATRE 2

Sponsors
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